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IRISH BLESSING

May love and laughter light your days,

and warm your heart and home.

May good and faithful friends be yours,

Wherever you may roam.

May peace and plenty bless your world with joy that long endures.

May all life’s passing seasons bring the best to you and yours!

Amen


PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE ON FORGIVENESS

“It is by forgiving that one is forgiven.”  Mother Teresa.

During March our schools are recognizing the Catholic virtue of FORGIVENESS. This virtue is an important cornerstone of our faith as we reflect on the ultimate sacrifice Jesus made to forgive us all.  In our Catholic schools we work to honour and model forgiveness. Many of our young students will receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation for the first time this Spring.

We join together to pray for God’s forgiveness and continue to model it for our children.  We teach them the steps to forgiveness, most notably through our “Restorative Practice” initiative.  While it is usually best not to ‘force’ an apology, as role models we as adults can offer suggestions and options for verbal, written or even reflective responses.  Our children need to witness adults forgiving them and each other to learn the true depth of the freedom of this virtue.  This freedom is achieved one step at a time..   
SCHOOL MASS

Our next school mass will be held on Friday, March 25th at 11 a.m. at St. Patrick Church, Railton.  All are welcome to join us.
ASH WEDNESDAY

We will be celebrating Ash Wednesday on Wednesday, March 9th at St. Patrick School.  Deacon Mike will be with us for the celebration and the distribution of ashes to our students and staff.

CHANGE TO HOT LUNCH

PLEASE NOTE THAT SINCE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 9TH IS ASH WEDNESDAY, WE WILL BE HAVING OUR CHINESE HOT LUNCH ON THURSDAY, 

MARCH 10TH. 

MARCH BREAK

March Break begins on March 14 – 18th. Classes begin again on Monday, March 21st.   

[image: image3.wmf]
SHROVE TUESDAY

On Tuesday, March 8th, our students will acknowledge the beginning of Lent by enjoying pancakes in the gym.  Thank you to the Knights of Columbus for preparing pancakes for the students and staff.

CONGRATULATIONS!

Congratulation to all of our First Reconciliation candidates who will have their First Confession on Thursday, March 31st at 6:00 p.m. at St. Patrick Catholic Church.
We look forward to First Communion on Saturday, May 28th at 10:00 a.m., at St. Patrick Catholic Church, Railton.
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CONFIRMATION–TUESDAY, MAY 24TH 

The Grade 8 class will celebrate their Confirmation at St. Patrick Church, Railton on Tuesday, May 24th at 6:00 p.m.

SKATING – MARCH 11TH
A reminder to parents that Friday, March 11th students will be going to the North Frontenac Arena for skating.  K. – Gr. 4 will be skating from 10:00 – 11:00 a.m. and Gr. 4/5 – 8 from 11:00 – 12:00 p.m.  All students must wear helmets and gloves.   If you have “extras” please bring them along.  Parents and siblings are welcome to join us at the arena.

BASKETBALL TOURNAMENTS

Our Board Basketball Tournaments will be held on the following dates:

Sr. Girls  -  March 1st  @ Holy Cross

Sr. Boys  -  March 2nd  @ Holy Cross

Jr. Boys  -  March 7th @ Queen’s University Gym

Jr. Girls  -  March 8th @ Queen’s University Gym

Good Luck to all of our teams!
GRADE 8 GRAD PHOTOS

Our Grade 8’s will be having their graduation photos taken on Thursday, March 24th in the a.m.  Also this year, our photographer, Life Touch is offering graduation pictures to the Senior Kindergarten classes.  A graduation gown and cap will be available for the students to have their pictures taken.
MORNING ARRIVAL

Please be reminded that students should not be dropped off at the school until 8:45 a.m.  There is no supervision until buses have arrived at this time. 
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PEANUT ALLERGIES
We have several students at St. Patrick Catholic School who are severely allergic to peanut and nut products.  Our school is “NUT-FRIENDLY” to help ensure their safety.  Therefore students are asked to not bring any snacks and/or lunches that may contain any peanut/nut products.  Please check the labels before sending packaged food to school. Thank you! 

VISITORS AND PARENT VOLUNTEERS

Parents/visitors/Parent volunteers who are visiting the school are reminded to sign in and out at the office upon arrival.  Your assistance in helping us, keeps your school safe and secure.  We ask that you do not go to the classrooms to pick up your children.  Thank you in advance for your co-operation.
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SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS.
Next council meeting is March 29th at 6:30 pm in the school library.
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KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATIONS

St. Patrick Catholic School is now accepting registrations for Junior and Senior Kindergarten programs.  If your child is already attending Junior Kindergarten at St. Patrick, you do not need to register again for Senior Kindergarten.  

The Early Learning Kindergarten Program will be every day, all day at St. Patrick Catholic School.  Please register your child(ren) as soon as possible.  This will assist us with our planning for September, and in staffing.
Junior Kindergarten Eligibility:

4 years of age on or before December 31, 2011
Senior Kindergarten Eligibility:

5 years of age on or before December 31, 2011
Requirements for Registration:

1. Catholic Baptismal Certificate

2. Birth Certificate or Birth Registration

3. Immunization Records

To arrange to receive a Registration Package, please call the Office at 372-2251 or drop by the school between 8:30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m.
DIRECTION OF TAX SUPPORT

Catholic parents and guardians, electors and supporters are being encouraged to continue to ensure that they are registered as English-Separate Supporters.  The support of residential ratepayers is directly linked to attendance rights and indicates a firm commitment to the system essential to maintaining the existence of Catholic school boards in Ontario.  If you are not listed as a Separate School Supporter and wish to remedy this please visit our web site www.alcdsb.on.ca and choose the link named “Direction of Tax Support” or call our Assessment department at (613) 354-6257, extension #455.





NEW REGISTRATIONS

If you are aware of someone who is planning on registering their child(ren) at St. Patrick Catholic School for September 2011, please encourage them to do so as soon as possible so that we may begin our preparations for September (classroom organization, staffing, etc.)  Thank you!
A MESSAGE FROM OUR HYGIENE HELPER COMMITTEE

Dear Parents, Students and Staff,

We are calling on you to support our local food bank yet again.  THANKS for helping St. Patrick’s collect so many food items.  We are proud of our school dedicating the time and effort in supporting families and members of our community.  We felt great being congratulated by two food bank members who visited our Gr. 4/5 class.  They told us hygiene items are badly in need (toilet paper, toothpaste, floss, toothbrushes, shampoo, conditioner, laundry and hand soaps etc.).  Please support us as we support our community!  

Hygiene Helper Committee Members, Dacey Richmond and Ameleah Planetta
MARCH BREAK BASKETBALL CAMP

Holy Cross will be holding a March Break Basketball Camp from Monday, March 14th – Friday, March 18th.  This Camp is open to boys and girls in Grades 5-8.  Please see attached registration form, if interested.

RED CROSS BABYSITTER COURSE

The Red Cross will be offering a Babysitting Course on March 17th from 8:30 am – 4:30 pm.  To register parents are asked to call the Kingston Red Cross Branch at 613-548-4929.  This fun, interactive course teaches youth ages 11 – 15  years old, how to be prepared and responsive caregivers.
LENTEN PRAYER[image: image9.wmf]
Holy One, during this Lenten season your Son, Jesus, will show us the way to you.  

Help us to pray often so we will get to know you better.

Help us to share our time and service so that we will grow in love for you and for each other.

We ask you to renew us through the dying and rising of your Son, Jesus.

Amen
SCHOOL CLIMATE SURVEY

The Ministry of Education in its Policy and Program Memorandum No. 145 – Progressive Discipline and Promoting Positive Student Behaviour, updated, October 2009, requires schools to conduct anonymous school climate surveys with their students every two years and to share the results with the school’s Safe Schools Team.  The board also believes that input from our parent community is equally important to assess in order to improve school climate.  
A parent/guardian letter was distributed from the school on February 23, 2011 outlining the details of the climate surveys. Students will be completing the survey at school.   Parents/guardians will find the survey on the board and school websites.  The password for parents to access the survey is “climate”. Access to the parent survey will be available until April 1, 2011. The board recognizes that some of our school communities are extremely small.  If you feel that your anonymity cannot be safeguarded because of the size of your community, please be advised that you are under no requirement to complete the survey.                                
Survey data will be organized by district and schools, not by individual students or parents. The information collected on the survey is confidential and will be protected. The data from the survey will be extremely useful in developing future board and school improvement plans to support student achievement and well-being.   
Thank you for your continued collaboration in helping to ensure that the members of our school community feel a sense of safety and belonging. 
“Love one another as I have loved you”
John 15:12
“What you are is God’s Gift to you.  What you make of yourself is your gift to God.”

