[image: image15.png]



ST. PATRICK CATHOLIC SCHOOL
3889 Wilton Rd


Harrowsmith, Ontario K0H 1V0

http://schools.alcdsb.on.ca/stph

[image: image16.wmf]Principal: Nadia A. Luciuk





Tel:  (613) 372-2251







      


Fax:  (613) 372-2726


[image: image1.png]



A Mother's Love 
There are times when only a Mother's love
Can understand our tears,
Can soothe our disappoints
And calm all of our fears. 
There are times when only a Mother's love
Can share the joy we feel
When something we've dreamed about
Quite suddenly is real. 
There are times when only a Mother's faith
Can help us on life's way
And inspire in us the confidence
We need from day to day. 
For a Mother's heart and a Mother's faith
And a Mother's steadfast love
Were fashioned by the Angels
And sent from God above.
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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE ON TOLERANCE
During the month of May, our school will reflect on the virtue of TOLERANCE. As a caring Catholic school community, our students thrive in an environment that stresses tolerance and acceptance of one another as an integral part of the daily life of our school. Tolerance is a belief that every person is sacred. It means more than “to put up with something or someone.” It encompasses a set of values of fairness and personal responsibility that are the threshold to a peaceful and equitable society. Tolerance is learned and encompasses an array of values and principles related to respect, nonviolence and peace-making.

We would like to encourage parents during the month of May to talk to your child about tolerance. We sometimes label children’s questions and observations about differences as impolite. Rather than seizing them as teachable moments, we ignore or discourage such remarks because they make us uneasy. We encourage you to seize these moments as learning opportunities and help your child get past stereotypes and prejudicial images and into a deeper understanding of the world around them. Together our Catholic graduates will show themselves to be responsible citizens who respect, understand and affirm the history, cultural heritage and pluralism of today’s society.  It all begins here in our school and homes.

[image: image3.png]


FIRST COMMUNION
Our Grade 2 students will be making their First Communion at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Railton on Saturday, May 28th, 2011 at 10:00 am. 
CONFIRMATION
Confirmation will be celebrated at St. Patrick Catholic Church, Railton on May 24th at 6:00 p.m.
Congratulations to our students who are making these very special sacraments and may God bless all of you!

SCHOOL MASS
Our next school mass will be celebrated on May 26th at 11 am at St. Patrick Catholic Church in Railton.

VICTORIA DAY HOLIDAY

Monday, May 23rd is Victoria Day.  There will be no school as we observe Queen Victoria’s Birthday.


This year the theme of Catholic Education Week is "Catholic Education: Celebrating the Spirit" 
The Spirit of the Lord is upon me (Lk 4:18)
… renew the face of the earth.’ (Ps. 104:30)   
· The Spirit of Hospitality 

· The Spirit of Understanding 

· The Spirit of Wisdom 

· The Spirit of Justice 

· The Spirit of Gratitude 

This year during Catholic Education Week, our students and staff will celebrate each and every one of these themes.  On Thursday, May 5th, our Catholic Education Week board wide mass will be celebrated at St. Michael’s Catholic Church in Belleville.  
To celebrate Catholic Education Week, St. Patrick Catholic School will be celebrating the Catholic Virtues with an assembly on Tuesday, May 3rd in the afternoon, Thursday, May 5th public speaking in the afternoon.
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GRADE 4 SWIM PROGRAM

Mrs. Kallista Kelly-Gossage’s Grade 4 and Ms. Lori Adam’s Gr. 4 classes have been traveling to Amherstview Pool for their swimming program. This is a 10 week program that the students have enjoyed every Wednesday morning.  We would like to thank the Parent Council for their generous donation toward the bus costs for these students.

GRADE 3 & 6 EQAO ASSESSMENT
Provincial Assessment for Grade 3 will take place May 30th, 31st, June 1st.   Grade 6 testing will be on June 2nd, 3rd and 6th.  We ask that appointments, etc., be scheduled at times other than this week for those students who will be participating.  If you require further information please contact your child’s teacher.
CLASSROOM ORGANIZATION

We are presently in the process of organizing classes for next year.  If you know that your child will not be attending St. Patrick Catholic School in September, please contact the school as soon as possible.  

In addition, if you have a child you intend to register for school, please contact the school as soon as possible.  We are currently in the process of looking at our[image: image17.png]


 classroom organization for next September.  Please submit any class assignment requests in writing to the office.
LUNCH SUPERVISORS

If any parents/grandparents would be interested in doing lunch supervision at St. Patrick Catholic School on a daily basis from 12:20 – 1:20 pm, please contact the school.   This would be a paid position up to 5 hours a week.

SCHOOL COUNCIL NEWS

The School Council Fundraising Committee held a “Mother’s Day Raffle” on May 3rd and May 4th over the lunch hour.   The winning ticket was drawn on May 4th and the winner we will keep a secret as we wouldn’t want to spoil the lucky mother’s surprise!   A basket full of great products any mother would love!  

Ice Cream Treats

The School Council will be selling ice cream treats on May 5th, 19th and 26th.  
Movie Night

Our next movie night at St. Patrick’s will be Friday, May 13th.   Permission forms will be sent home closer to the date.  

Our next school council meeting is May 31st at 6:30 pm.
GRADE 7/8 IMMUNIZATIONS
The final round of immunizations for all Gr. 7’s and the Gr. 8 girls will be on Monday, May 16th.

ECO SCHOOL

Members from the Ontario Eco Schools Office will be visiting St. Patrick Catholic School on Wednesday, May 11th in the afternoon to observe our Eco program.

JUMP ROPE FOR HEART

Our students will be participating in the Jump Rope for Heart on Wednesday, May 18th at 1:30 pm.
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MESSAGE FROM OUR YOUTH WORKER

Mrs. Johnson-Young provides support and access to resources for all students, parents and staff, individual and group programs for students to work on and develop positive Conflict Resolution Skills and Social Skills.

During the school year we have been lucky to have several presentations provided to our students.  In November, the entire school population attended the “The Power of One” Bully Prevention Presentation.  In February, the “Please Listen Program (Canadian Mental Health Association) – Classroom Programs in Grade 2 and 3.  Topics covered: Bullying, Peer Relations; Self-Esteem and Respect. 

Girls Inc. Program – Grade 6 girls.  The program being offered is “Allies in Action” that has been “designed to teach girls how to identify and stop socially aggressive behaviours through personal empowerment, effective communication and conflict resolution.”
Each of these programs have supported our efforts in insuring a safe school environment.
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UV PROTECTION
For the past few years, the number of skin cancer cases has increased at an alarming rate.  Up to 80% of skin damage takes place before the age of 18.  The sun damage caused to skin during childhood is cumulative and irreversible.  One child in seven is likely to develop skin cancer at some point in his or her life.  The main cause of this serious situation is overexposure to ultraviolet rays.  It is therefore crucial that children learn good sun protection habits at an early age.  Together, we can teach children how to protect themselves from the sun!

DRESS FOR SPRING
With the arrival of warmer weather, we will quickly find ourselves preparing to put on our spring/summer clothing.  At school there are several considerations regarding the types of clothing deemed acceptable.  Protection from the sun, modesty and the academic setting all play a role in the selection of clothing appropriate for school.  Parents are asked to ensure that their children are dressed appropriately for school.  In general our dress code encourages appropriate clothing for an academic setting in a Catholic School.  Shorts are permitted if of an appropriate length (hemmed and mid-thigh).   Slogans/symbols on T-shirts must be appropriate and conducive to a Catholic school.  Students are not permitted to wear tank tops, crop tops, spaghetti strap tops, etc.  Your continued cooperation is appreciated.  Our dress code applies to children in all grades.   A more detailed description of appropriate dress is described in the school behaviour code which is located at the front of the student agenda.
[image: image8.wmf]MOTHER’S DAY – MAY 8, 2011
Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 8th.  Cards, flowers, gifts are nice, but nothing can match a hug, a kiss, or “I love you mom”!   Remember your mom in a special way.  We wish all of our mothers, guardians and grandmothers a very special Mother’s Day and to say Thank you for all you do!

Wolfe Island Day Camp 2011
The camp is open to children 5 to 12 years.  Cost of registration is $135.00 per child for a one-week session with a 10% discount for each additional week that a child is registered.  Camp begins the week of July 4 and completes August 12. Activities include swimming, sports, games and crafts.  Weekly trips include: Bowling, Buskers, Movie, Playtrium, Lazer Tag, Upper Canada Village and Grass Creek.

To register visit www.alcdsb.on.ca/widc.

For more information contact Jennifer Wilson @ 613-354-5093 Ext
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CIRQUE MONDO TICKETS
St. Patrick Catholic School has received free tickets for the Cirque Mondo taking place at the Strathcona Paper Centre in Napanee on May 30th.  The free tickets are for children under 13 years old and the show times are at 4:30 and 7:30 pm.  If any families are interested in seeing this circus, please contact the school.  They will be distributed on a first come, first serve basis.
SAFE ARRIVAL PROGRAM

If your child is going to be ABSENT or LATE, please call the school as early as possible.  If your child is late, they are to check in the Main Office and let Mrs. Clement know that they have arrived.  If your child has an appointment and needs to leave early, they must be signed out.   As part of our safe arrival program, we need to know when they arrive and when they leave. Thank you.

We also ask that parents remain in the foyer for your child, or check in at the office if you need them to leave class early.  Please do not go to your child’s classroom or portable unless the teacher has requested you to do so. 
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SAFE SCHOOLS UPDATE

At St. Patrick Catholic School, we continue to provide students with an opportunity to learn and develop in a safe and respectful Catholic community. Our school’s bullying prevention program provides:
· A connection to  the Catholic virtues; 

· A key message for students and parents for each month of the school year; 

· A grade-specific lesson for each month (K-8); 

· A key message that is used throughout the school for other activities; and  

· The same focus in all grades each month.
The focus for the month of May is Why People Use Bullying Behaviours and Making Better Choices.  The key message is “bullying is NOT a normal part of growing up.” Through class discussions and activities, students will understand why people might use bullying behaviours, learn to make better choices to deal with feelings of anger, find positive ways to feel powerful and stop labeling others as “bullies”. 

A number of presentations and programs have been provided over the school year to support Safe Schools and bullying prevention initiatives.  In May, two presentations are planned:

· Cyberbullying – Tom Revell from KAIROS and Youth Diversion will present to Grades 6, 7 and 8.  This presentation was sponsored by our School Council.

· Drugs and Alcohol Use/Abuse – Jillian Manning from KAIROS will present to Grades 7 and 8.

On the yard, a new system for reporting inappropriate student behaviours has been implemented.  The purpose of this communication system is to share information with appropriate staff and provide consistent reporting.   It is working well and has provided more consistent follow-up with students. The principles of progressive discipline are applied to inappropriate student behaviour in the following manner:  discussion with student(s); a short time out; walk with the adult or if necessary the student is directed to the Principal.  A note documents incident information for the homeroom teacher to address with the student and share with parents. We are happy to report the addition of a part-time, occasional yard supervisor during the lunch hour.

Parents and students are reminded that personal items that could present a safety risk to other students or staff should be left at home.  Our Student Agenda states “students are discouraged from bringing personal articles to school that are not required for instruction purposes.  This is to promote safety and also to lessen the potential loss of valuable items.”  In addition, “inappropriate possessions (weapons, alcohol, prohibited objects, etc.) will not be tolerated on school property, while commuting to and from school, or during extra-curricular activities.” Please contact your Principal if you have any questions.
We are very lucky at St. Patrick Catholic School, to have a very supportive School Council.  They continue to provide our students with a number of different social activities (Fun Days, Movie Nights, etc.) during which they can ‘practice’ what they have learned in a social and fun environment.

Together we are making St. Patrick Catholic School a safer, more spiritual and caring place for all.  
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CHILDREN LEARN WHAT THEY LIVE

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH CRITICISM, HE LEARNS TO CONDEMN.

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH HOSTILITY, HE LEARNS TO FIGHT.

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH RIDICULE, HE LEARNS TO BE SHY.

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH SHAME, HE LEARNS TO FEEL GUILTY.

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH TOLERANCE, HE LEARNS TO BE PATIENT.

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH ENCOURAGEMENT, HE LEARNS CONFIDENCE.

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH PRAISE, HE LEARNS TO APPRECIATE.

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH FAIRNESS, HE LEARNS JUSTICE.

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH SECURITY, HE LEARNS TO HAVE FAITH.

IF A CHILD LIVES WITH APPROVAL, HE LEARNS TO LIKE HIMSELF.
IF A CHILD LIVES WITH ACCEPTANCE AND FRIENDSHIP, HE LEARNS TO FIND LOVE IN THE WORLD. 
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