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October Newsletter 2011

Our Ontario Catholic Graduate Expectation for 2011 – 2012
As a school our focus will be on Catholic Graduate Expectation – A Reflective and Creative Thinker: A reflective, creative and holistic thinker who solves problems and makes responsible decisions with an informed moral conscience for the common good. 

Thanksgiving 
As we approach Thanksgiving weekend, it is a perfect time to reflect on the many blessings we share in our school community. Here at St. Peter Catholic School we are thankful for our wonderfully talented students, our dedicated staff and our supportive parent community. Together we can make a positive difference and for that, we are thankful.

Faith News 
This month our school Mass is on Thursday instead of Friday. We will be celebrating Mass on Thursday, October 6th at 9:30 a.m. at St. John the Apostle Church. Please join us if you can. 

On Thursday, September 29th, parents met with Friar David to discuss the sacrament of Confirmation that our Grade 7 students will be receiving in May. If you did not make that meeting and are interested in your child receiving this important sacrament, please contact the Church at 613-546-6900. 

Roots of Empathy

Roots of Empathy is a new program that we have this year in our Grade 1/2 classroom. This program’s mission is to build caring, peaceful and civil societies through the development of empathy in children. Mrs. M. Doherty, a retired teacher, will present the program to the students with Ms. Rutherford’s assistance. A mother and baby, (Mrs. Hurley and Jack) will visit the classroom about 9 times so the students can watch the baby’s growth over the year. We think this is a new and exciting program to offer our students at St. Peter. 

Polling Station 

You may have noticed from election material you have received, that St. Peter is a polling station on October 6th. We will do everything possible to ensure the safety of our students and that this does not interrupt our school day.
Cross Country Running 

The Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board’s annual Cross Country Running Meet is Wednesday, October 12th at Fort Henry. We wish to thank the coach, Ms. Williamson for getting our runners ready for this meet. 

Picture Day

Lifetouch took photos of our students on Tuesday, September 20th.  Retakes will take place on October 25th.  Picture packages are due at the office October 7th.
Open House 

We were pleased with the number of people who came to our Open House. Our school superintendent, Ms. Slack, as well as trustee, Mrs. Turkington also paid a visit. The delicious hamburgers and hotdogs supplied by the School Council may have been responsible for the large turnout. In any case, we are happy so many could join us. Working together we will ensure our students reach academic, spiritual and physical success. 
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St. Peter Catholic School Council  

Thank you to all who attended the Sept. 19th. council meeting.  We discussed council member positions. They are Chair- Sheila Kinstler, Co-chair- Sandra Almeida,  Secretary- Karen Desrosiers, Treasurer- Hetti O'Sullivan, Community Rep.- Angie Legacy.  We also have classroom representatives. Kindergarten- David Hummel,  Grade 1/2- Angie Legacy, Grade 3/4- Open.  Grade 5/6- Rachel Young and Grade 7/8- Stephanie Maraczi.  Our next scheduled council meeting is Monday October 17th. in the library (6:00-7:30).  All parents are welcome.  
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Our council supports playground equipment, baskets of balls for each classroom, field trips, refreshments for school events, grade 8 graduation, first Communion and confirmation gifts, teacher requests, school BBQ's, and more.  To do this we have to fundraise and the first fundraiser will be sent home this week.  It is a magazine with a variety of items.  Please support this fundraiser.  Also our cheese orders were sent home last week. Cheese will be available this week. We offer this 5 times this year.  If you would like to volunteer to help out with fundraising, hot lunch delivery, please contact the school. Thank you for your continued support.

Happy Thanksgiving to All.

School Council- Sheila Kinstler (chair) 

Student Accident Insurance

The Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board has made available an Accident and Life Insurance Program for students. Participation is voluntary and costs are paid by the parents or guardians. Under the Education Act, the School Board in not permitted to provide accident insurance coverage for student injuries that occur on school premises or during school activities. This plan, that can be purchased at a very reasonable cost, ensures your child is covered in case of an accident. We sent forms home earlier this year, but if you need another application form, please contact the office. 

Terry Fox Walk

Thank you to all the students and staff who participated in our annual Terry Fox Walk. We started our walk with an assembly. We are proud to say we raised $880.00. Thank you for your contribution.  Special thanks to the School Council for providing a cool nutritious treat for the students following the walk.
Good News Assembly

We held our first Good News Assembly of the year on Tuesday, September 27th. At this assembly students were recognized from each class as Terrific Kids and received a medallion from the Kiwanis Club. The Terrific Kids for September are: Grade JK/SK – Brodee St. Pierre, Grade 1/2 Malia Beleza, Grade 3/4 – Josh Murano, Grade 5/6 – Malyna Cousins, Grade 7/8 – Josh Noble, and French – Taylor Alward.  Congratulations to all our recipients. 

P.A. Day in October 2011
Monday, October 24th will be a P.A. Day.  This is a system faith day.  As a system we will gather at the Yardmen Arena in Belleville to grow in faith.  There will be no classes on that day. 
Scrub Those Bugs 

The JK/SK and Grade 1/2 had a presentation from the Health Unit about proper hand hygiene in the effort to reduce the spread of germs.  We continue to encourage children to cough or sneeze into their elbows, wash their hands correctly and frequently, use hand sanitizer when a sink for hand washing is not available and to stay home when they are sick. By following these procedures, we will all stay healthier. 
Magazine Orders 

The Grade 7/8 class have a magazine fundraiser to raise funds for their year end trip.

At any time through the year you can order magazines and the school will receive some money. Simply go to www.ccrp.ca and enter our school code for new, renewal or gift subscriptions. Our school code is:ON1103.

Bus Safety 

All students participated in a bus safety presentation in October. Although all students do not travel to and from school on a bus, they must be aware of bus safety for field trips and trips to Church.
Build Vocabulary
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