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ST. PETER CATHOLIC SCHOOL

                48 Seventh Avenue             Kingston, Ontario              K7K 2M4
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                      Principal: Karen Leavitt


                              Tel: (613) 542-3691 

        Vice-Principal:  Mark Sonnemann                                                  Fax: (613) 542-4729       

MAY 2011 Newsletter  
Catholic Education Week
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Each year the Catholic community of Ontario engages in a week-long celebration of the unique identity and distinctive contributions of Catholic education during Catholic Education Week. This week runs from May 2nd to May 6th. This year’s celebration is called, “Celebrating the Spirit”.  The scriptural theme is, “All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God,” taken from St. Paul’s letter to the Romans.  We will be emphasizing this theme all week at school. To start Catholic Education Week we had a special visit from Mike Weaver and Trustee Turkington as part of the “Bike with Mike – Tour for Kids”. Mr Weaver was starting his fundraising bicycle tour in order to raise money for the Algonquin and Lakeshore Education Fund which supports families and children in crisis. We have a stationary bike at school all week and for $2, students have the opportunity to ride the bike for one minute. The students are having fun on the bike and all funds will go to support Mr. Weaver’s efforts. 

End of the Day 

This is a reminder that our school day ends at 3 p.m. not when recess begins at 2:45. The end of the day recess is considered part of the school day and parents and caregivers need to wait until the dismissal bell to pick up their children. We ask that all parents and caregivers (including those of our youngest Junior and Senior Kindergarten students) wait by the dumpsters so we can ensure a safe and orderly dismissal. We appreciate your cooperation in this matter. 
Faith News

On Sunday, May 2nd, some of our students received the sacrament of First Eucharist.  It was a beautiful Mass and a great way to start Catholic Education Week.  Other students will be confirmed on Sunday, June 12th.  We congratulate all the students receiving sacraments this month and wish them God’s blessings as they continue on their faith journey. 
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St. Peter Catholic School Council 

Thanks to all members who attended the April 4th council meeting.  Our next meeting is in June.  It will be the last one for the year.  Our council is hosting a family fun/sports evening with a BBQ on May 19th, 5:30-7:30. If any parents are interested in helping with the BBQ please contact me (613-545-1749).  We are funding this with our parent involvement grant.  We are hoping that all students will bring their families (parents and siblings) to this.  There will be no charge for any of the activities and BBQ.  We will also have a couple of door prizes.  It will be an enjoyable evening for all.  A letter will be sent home soon with more information.  We would like to thank all students and parents for supporting our fudge fundraiser and cheese fundraiser.  The last cheese order will be in June. Thanks to Mrs. Marsha Vincent for co-ordinating this. Within the next 2 months, we will be 
purchasing new sports balls for each classroom baskets.  
Please take care of them and return them to appropriate classes. Also, we will have 
an end of year BBQ for students and staff.  Thanks again for your continuing support throughout the school year.  

School Council (Sheila Kinstler-chair)

Terrific Kids

At our Good News Assembly we recognized our Kiwanis Terrific Kids. The students who were recognized were: JK/SK – Coco de Mooy, Grade 1/2  - Kristen Wells, Grade 3/4 – Madison Kirkeby, Grade 5/6 – Andrew Loyst, Grade 7/8 –Chris Schomberg, and French – Dara Pinch. Congratulations to all our recipients.  
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Caught Caring Award

We are proud of the positive actions demonstrated by our students at St. Peter Catholic School.  Many students were nominated for their actions in April and one name was drawn at our Good News Assembly to win a prize.  The winner for April was                                           Kristen Wells. 


 Grade 3 and 6 EQAO Assessment

It’s the time of year when we begin planning for the Grade 3 and 6 EQAO Assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics. This year’s assessment will take place the week of May 30th to June 3rd for the Grade 6’s and the week of June 6th to the 10th for the Grade 3’s. Please try to avoid scheduling doctor, dentist and any other appointments during this time in order to give students every opportunity for full participation in the assessment. More details will be sent home to parents of Grade 3 and 6 students closer to the assessment period. 
Kindergarten Field Trip
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Thanks to the School Council, Mrs. Sousa and Mrs. Greenis were able to plan for the Kindergarten class to go on a field trip. The students had a fun morning exercising with their friends.

Volunteer Appreciation Lunch

We are very fortunate at St. Peter Catholic School to have many dedicated volunteers. These people help with fundraising, hot lunches and special family events. To show our appreciation to all who contribute to our school we will be hosting a Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon on Tuesday, May 24th, at 11:40 in our library. Following the luncheon our guests are invited to our Good News Assembly. If you have volunteered at our school and can attend this luncheon, we ask that you let us know Wednesday, May 18th by calling the office. (613-542-3691)

Soccer News

We will have three teams competing in the board-wide soccer tournaments in May.  We are thankful to the parents who have offered to help coach our teams.  The Senior Boys Team, coached by Mr. Webster will have their tournament on Friday, May 20th, the Senior Girls, coached by Mr. Tavares will have their tournament on Thursday, May 19th.  The Junior Boys are being coached by Mrs. Hochguertel and their tournament is Wednesday, May 19th.  We wish good luck to all teams.
Field Trips

Staff are beginning to plan end of the year field trips. The Board requires that parent volunteers produce Criminal Background Checks.  Recently the RCMP has changed the screening criteria for Vulnerable Sector Checks such that it can take a significant amount of time to complete the screening process.  This can result in a delay of several months before a Criminal Background Check can be produced.  If you anticipate that you would like to serve as a volunteer in our school, or be a chaperone for a school activity, you are encouraged to initiate the process as soon as possible.

Lent at St. Peter
During Lent we had several fundraisers to raise money for our parish church and to support relief efforts in Japan. We had a Spring basket raffle and 6 students won baskets full of outdoor play items donated by the staff. The lucky winners were: Josh Noble, Jaden Griffin Taillon, Riley Legacy, Cody Corkey, Holly Gallant and Kaitlyn Neveu. 
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We also had a cake raffle with cakes donated by parents and staff. The winners of the cake raffle were: Ms. Taylor, Kathryn Millar, Victoria Clementino, Grace Caddick, Nino Agostino, Rebecca Vincent, Mrs. Hochguertel, Lucas Reis, Jonathan Murphy, Dana Tremblay, Marcus Collier and John Chaykowski. 

We ended Holy Week with a beautiful presentation of the Stations of the Cross by the 1/2 classroom with some help from the Kindergarten class. In total we raised  $650.95. Thank you for your generous contributions. It is important for our students to learn about the importance of giving to those in need. 


Jump Rope For Heart

Thank you to Mrs. Sousa and Miss Lesslie who are co-ordinating our Jump Rope for Heart and Hoops for Heart event this year. It is scheduled for Friday, May 6th. Thank you to all who will participate in this worthwhile activity for the Heart and Stroke Foundation and for your generous donations. 
Earth Day

On Friday, April 29th, we had an Earth Day celebration led by Ms. Buragina and Mrs. McGuire. Following the celebration, the whole school went outside to clean up our school yard. This day was a perfect reminder that we need to take care of our planet and that every day should be Earth Day. 

Chess

On April 18th we had our annual chess tournament. In the Junior division Jerred Kinstler placed first, Jaden Griffin Taillon placed second and Zachary Cota placed third. In the Intermediate division John Chaykowski placed first, Malik Downer placed second and Michael Hogan and Josh Valente tied for third. In the Senior division Edward Chaykowski placed first, Sammy Ray Teal placed second and Michael Clementino placed third. Congratulations to all these students and all the students who participated in the tournament. Special thanks to Ms. Willis and Mr. Chaykowski for supervising the students practicing chess and for organizing a successful tournament. 
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