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February Newsletter 2011

Virtue of Love

The Virtue we have been focusing on since Advent is the Virtue of Love . We will continue to learn more about this virtue until Easter. Love is part of the core message of the New Testament; “God loved us first.”

In the Bible in the First Corinthians, Paul tells us to open ourselves to this gift of love and to tend it carefully. “Love is the heart and eye of faith. Love radiates trust and hope.” 

During this month dedicated to love, may we all “tend it carefully”. 

Faith News
Please join us for Mass on Friday, February 4th, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. at St. John the Apostle Church. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

February 21st, 2011 Family Day 
As you are aware, the Provincial Government established Family Day in February. This new statutory holiday occurs this year on February 21st.  As a result, schools will be closed. Please enjoy this day with your family. 

Important Meeting

On February 15th at 6:30 p.m. at Regiopolis-Notre Dame, the Board is hosting an information session to enable parents and community members to better understand the timelines and processes related to their Long Term Capital Plan. For a better understanding of the proposed recommendations and how they may affect our school, it is important for parents to attend.
Report Cards

Term One report cards will be going home on February 18th. You can request an interview with your child’s teacher between February 22nd and 25th if you would like to discuss your child’s progress. 

St. Peter Catholic School Council
Our next scheduled council meeting is Monday February 28th. (6:00) in the library. Please join us. Lots of information is discussed at these meetings. We will be planning our parent involvement night. Your input is valuable.  Hetti and myself will be attending the next Catholic School Council Association  meeting on Feb. 15th.  We will share information at our Feb. council meeting. The school council is sponsoring a bowling field trip for students grades 1-8.  Two dates have been booked.  Two classes will go Feb. 9th and two classes will go Feb. 16th.  We hope all the children will enjoy this activity.  

The cheese order forms will go out this month.  Marsha has chosen Forfar cheese factory this month for cheese orders. The cheese is very good so please support this fundraiser.  Thanks to Mrs. Marsha Vincent for co-ordinating this. In March we will be offering  a fudge fundraiser.  The fudge will arrive to the school before Easter. 

Thanks for supporting the Council.  Have a great month. 

The School Council (Sheila Kinstler-chair)
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Literacy Day at St. Peter 
We are always celebrating literacy at St. Peter, but on Thursday, January 27th, Family Literacy Day, we celebrated with some special guests. We were please to have author Sarah Tsiang, along with her daughter, Abby, join us for the day. In the morning she spent time with the primary students sharing her book, A Flock of Shoes, and helping students write postcards. Many parents joined us in the morning to listen to our author and read with their children. In the afternoon, illustrator Martha Newbigging, joined Sarah in the junior/intermediate classes and they helped the students write Haiku poetry. 
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The author and illustrator have left some of their books with us to sell. Here is a list and the cost:

A Flock of Shoes by Sarah Tsiang - $9.00

Research Ate My Brain - $10.00

Jared Lester, Fifth Grade Jester - $9.00

Pharaohs and Foot Soldiers - $17.00

Attack of Killer Video Book - $15.00

The Little Book of Big Questions - $10.00
Our guests were guided around our school by two ambassadors, Rachel Desrosiers and Callista Carreiro. These two students introduced the guests to the classroom teachers and ensured they had everything they needed. We thank them for representing our students so well. 

Two Frontenac hockey players, Mike Fine and Mitch LeBarr also paid a visit. They visited the junior/intermediate classes to chat with the students and then read to our younger primary students. 
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Parking 
Parking in front of the school continues to be an issue as people park in “No Stopping” areas. We have had bylaw officers patrolling this area and some people may even receive parking tickets in the mail. We encourage you to park in the appropriate areas for the safety of all children. It does mean you may have to walk a little way to get your children, but our children are worth it. Bylaw officers will continue to be called to monitor this parking problem. 

Terrific Kids 
At our January Good News Assembly, Kiwanis Terrific Kids were once more recognized. The Terrific Kids for January are: JK/SK – Zachary Truesdell, Grade 1/2 – Ashley Loyst, Grade 3/4 – Breanna Malette, Grade 5/6 – Lexi O’Sullivan, Grade 7/8 – Aileen O’Sullivan, Grade 7/8 – Luke Turcotte and French – Dana Tremblay. Congratulations to all our recipients. 

Basketball

We have started basketball practices with all of our teams for the Board basketball tournaments. The Junior Girls are coached by Ms. Megill and that tournament will be Monday, February 28th. Mr. Peter Kinstler is coaching the Junior Boys with teacher supervisor M. Boulianne and that tournament is Thursday, March 10th. These tournaments are at Queen’s Faculty of Education gym. The Senior Girls, coached by Mr. Griffin will have their tournament on Thursday, March 3rd at RND and the Senior Boys, coached by Ms. Taylor will have their tournament on Friday, March 4th at RND as well. 

We wish all our teams good luck and thank all our coaches for their volunteer time. 

Student Council Events

Our Student Council has planned some fun events for February to help raise money for Grade 8 graduation. There will be a Valentine Dance on Friday, February 11th. All grades will have an opportunity to dance and there will be spot dances for the primary students. Admission to the dance is a non-perishable food for the Food Bank. There will be a canteen in the afternoon for the older students. 

The week of February 14th to 18th will be Spirit Week. For $1.00 a day, students can participate. February 14th will be Red, White and Pink Day. February 15th will be Hat Day. February 16th will be colour day and each class will be assigned a different colour. JK/SK students will be asked to dress in orange, 1/2 students will dress in yellow, Grade 3/4 students will dress in green, 5/6 students in blue and 7/8 students in red. February 17th will be 70’s Day and finally, February 18th will be Sports Day. Student Council will be sending home a reminder about Spirit Week. 

The Grade 7/8 class will also be organizing a Winter Play Day for February 18th. Students will be spending a fair bit of time outside so they are encouraged to dress warmly. 

Food Sharing Auction
Every year the Food Sharing Program holds a silent auction in order to raise funds for the program. It is this program that supplies the food for our weekly healthy snack and the food to replenish our class snack baskets. Once again this year we donated a basket of interesting items from Pasta Genova. The School Council and school staff donated $100 for the basket. The owner of Pasta Genova, Mr. Allegrini, added another $50 to the basket because he thought it was a worthy cause and he is a former graduate of St. Peter Catholic School. We thank Mr. Allegrini and Pasta Genova, the School Council and the staff for their generous donation. 
Kindergarten Registration for Sept. 2011
Children of Separate School ratepayers qualify for Junior Kindergarten if they will be 4 years of age by December 31, 2011. Children qualify for Senior Kindergarten if they will be 5 years of age by December 31, 2011.   

For registration, please provide copies of your child’s Baptismal Certificate, Immunization Record and Birth Certificate.  Registrations are being welcomed now.  To arrange for registration, please call the office.  Also, if your family is planning to move, please let the office know, as this information is needed to plan for staffing requirements next year.

Youth Event

The Archdiocese of Kingston is organizing a youth event. It is scheduled for Saturday, April 9th and is entitled “Celebrating Catholic Youth”. It will be held at Holy Cross from 10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. This day is for youth ages 13 to 19 and will consist of workshops, a keynote speaker, witness talks, music, drama and a liturgy. The cost is $10 and a non-perishable food item per person. Lunch will be provided. 

Outdoor Supervision 

Parents and students are reminded that outdoor supervision begins each day at 8:30 a.m. No one should be in the school (unless with a school team) before this time. Students brought to the school before this time will not be supervised and this is not a safe practice.

Our school day ends at 3:00 p.m. Prior to dismissal we have recess, but this is still part of the school day. We ask that all parents wait by the fence and dumpster until dismissal. Picking up your children before dismissal time is disruptive to class routines and causes undo confusion in our already very congested hallways. This is particularly true for our Kindergarten students. Routines and learning independence are important to our youngest students and this can be difficult when picked up earlier than dismissal time. 

