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ST. PETER CATHOLIC SCHOOL

                48 Seventh Avenue             Kingston, Ontario              K7K 2M4
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                      Principal: Karen Leavitt


            Tel: (613) 542-3691 

        Vice-Principal:  Mark Sonnemann                                Fax: (613) 542-4729       

APRIL 2011 Newsletter  

Our School Ontario Catholic Graduate Expectation and Virtue
In this season of Lent we continue to focus on being collaborative contributors. In other words, we emphasize the need to work together for the common good. This is especially true when we are trying to raise money for those in need. 

We are also focusing, until the end of the year, on the virtue of Faith. Christian Faith encourages us to love God and our neighbour. This is expressed by reaching out in service. Lent is a perfect time to concentrate on this virtue.
Lenten Fundraising
In our efforts to raise money for the Church and for relief efforts in Japan, we have several fundraising activities. We have concluded our loose change collection and next week we will begin selling tickets for 6 raffle baskets. The tickets will be $2 each or 3 for $5. The draw will be April 15th. Finally we will have a cake raffle on Thursday, April 21st. We already have several people volunteering to bake cakes, but the more the merrier. Some lucky people will be going home for Easter with a cake to share. Tickets for the cake raffle will be $0.50. Thank you to all who donate cakes for this worthy cause.
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Faith News

We had Mass on Friday, April 1st, 2011 at 9:30 a.m. at St. John the Apostle Church. The Grade 5/6 class did the readings. Our next Mass is Friday, May 6th, 2011. Everyone is welcome. 

St. Peter Catholic School Council 

Thank you to all members who attended our March council meeting.  Please join us Monday April 4th (6:00) in the library.

We will be planning our parent involvement activity to be held in May.  If interested in volunteering for this please attend this meeting.  We will also start to discuss fundraising for next school year.  Our fudge fundraiser was a big success.  Thank you very much for your support.  We collected over $3000.00 in which we will profit 

approximately $1200.00.  The fudge will arrive to the school before Easter. A reminder letter will be sent with exact date.  Thanks very much to Mrs. 
Marsha Vincent for co-ordinating the cheese fundraiser for February.  After speaking to parents we have decided to fundraise through Wilton Cheese factory again. The next order forms will be sent home in April before Easter. 

If you have any questions or concerns about our school council, please do not hesitate to contact me.  

Wishing everyone a Very Happy Easter!

The School Council(Sheila Kinstler-chair)

Terrific Kids

At our March Good News Assembly we once again recognized our Kiwanis Terrific Kids. The students who were recognized were: JK/SK – Desiree Eves-Jameson, Gr. 1/2 – Jack Pringle, Gr. 3/4 – Marcus Collier, Gr. 5/6 – Callista Carreiro, Gr. 7/8 – Cristina Tavares, French – Aileen O’Sullivan. Congratulations to all our recipients. 
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At our assembly we also recognized two award winners. Brianna Bollen received a second place prize from the local Legion for her poster for Remembrance Day. Rachel Desrosiers got a first for her poem at the local Legion level and then her poem was entered in the provincial competition. We were very proud to present Rachel with a second place award at the provincial level for her poem for Remembrance Day.

Caught Caring
We are proud of the positive actions demonstrated by our students at St. Peter Catholic School. Many students were nominated for their actions in March and one name was drawn at our Good News Assembly to win a prize. The winner for March was Zachary Truesdell.
Grade 8 Graduation

Graduation will occur on Thursday, June 23rd, at 5:30 p.m., beginning with Mass at St. John the Apostle Church. Further details will be forwarded as the date approaches. 
The Food Sharing Program

Thanks to this program our students have healthy snacks each week.  In order to show our appreciation, we cooked pancakes for Shrove Tuesday and raised donations of $130.00 which has been donated to the Food Share Project.
Special thanks to Ms. Megill and staff and students who organized this event.  

Kindergarten Registration

Children of Separate School Ratepayers qualify for Junior Kindergarten if they are 4 years of age by December 31st, 2011. For registration please provide copies of your child’s Birth Certificate, Baptismal Certificate and Immunization Record. Registrations are welcome now. To arrange for registration, please call the office. 

Grade 3 and 6 EQAO Assessment

It’s the time of year when we begin planning for the Grade 3 and 6 EQAO Assessment of Reading, Writing and Mathematics. This year’s assessment will take place between May 30th and June 10th. Please try to avoid scheduling doctor, dentist and any other appointments during this time in order to give students every opportunity for full participation in the assessment. More details will be sent home to parents of Grade 3 and 6 students closer to the assessment period. 

Beacons of Hope

From the Algonquin Lakeshore CDSB: 

In an effort to celebrate the extraordinary accomplishments of students, the Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board is hosting “Beacons of Hope” celebrations at a series of community breakfasts in the region. Students from junior, intermediate and senior divisions were selected based on their significant contributions to the life of the school and their lived experiences. These “unsung heroes” were recognized for coming to school each day, giving it their best and adding to the positive climate of their schools. Through their actions they give witness to the virtues. This year, the recipient from St. Peter Catholic School was Matthew Kirkeby.  

Congratulations Matthew!
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Anti Bullying Message

At St. Peter Catholic School, we continue to provide students with an opportunity to learn and develop in a safe and respectful Catholic community.  Our school’s bullying prevention program provides:

· A connection to the Catholic virtues;

· A key message for students and parents for each month of the school year;

· A grade-specific lesson for each month (K-8);

· A key message hat is used throughout the school for other activities; and

· The same focus in all grades each month

The focus for the month of April is Learning to Take Responsibility to Help Stop bullying.  The key message is “if you’re not part of the solution, you’re part of the problem.” Through class discussions and activities, students will learn how to intervene effectively and safely when they witness bullying, and understand that watching bullying and doing nothing to help makes the bullying worse.

To reinforce our anti-bullying message we invited Gerry Mitchell to perform for two groups of students. First he met with grades 3 to 6 and presented “One Voice” which was about respect and the power our students have to use their voices to be the change in their own lives and the lives of others, their environment and for those who cannot speak for themselves. 

Gerry returned to St. Peter for a presentation to the JK to grade two students with a performance called “Do Respect”. This presentation touched on anti-bullying and positive reinforcement of character through music and songs. 


The grade 7/8 students were invited to St. Martha Catholic School for an excellent presentation by Brett Ullman. He is a Christian speaker who helps young people increase in awareness of the influences that surround us with media today and how to deal with these issues. 

Youth Event

The Archdiocese of Kingston is organizing a youth event. It is scheduled for Saturday, April 9th and is entitled “Celebrating Catholic Youth”. It will be held at Holy Cross from 10:00 a.m. to 5 p.m. This day is for youth ages 13 to 19 and will consist of workshops, a keynote speaker, witness talks, music, drama and a liturgy. The cost is $10 and a non-perishable food item per person. Lunch will be provided.
Andrew Chin

On Monday, March 28th, we had the honour to host Andrew Chin who is an Australian religious songwriter and singer. He worked with a group of singers and then entertained the whole school with songs and dance. We all enjoyed his engaging and creative concert. 


Music with Mrs. Compeau

For the past month, all students have been enjoying music instruction with Mrs. Compeau. Her time at our school culminated with a presentation in the gym so the students could share their talents with their peers. We thank Mrs.Compeau for once again developing the musical talents of our students. 


Electronic Waste Fundraiser
On Saturday, April 16th, E-Waste can be dropped off at Regiopolis-Notre Dame or Holy Cross Catholic Secondary School from 9 am-2 pm.  The two schools, sponsored by Brendar Environmental Recycling Inc. (BERI), have organized a friendly competition to see who can collect the most E-Waste.  BERI has generously pledged 100% of all funds earned from the collection day to the Tanzania Schools Project.  This locally run charitable organization focuses on improving the education of students in the village of Butiama.  Accepted items for the E-Waste collection include: computers, monitors, televisions, phones, speakers, printing devices, computer peripherals, speakers, audio and video equipment, cameras, and receivers.  In addition to the E-Waste collection, the day’s events include a BBQ lunch, a raffle draw (for an iPad 2 and an iPod touch) and other student led activities all focused around the Tanzania Schools Project. For more information please visit www.reginotredame.ca or contact Kathleen Macpherson at 613-545-1902.

Let's Go Regi !
Holy Cross Crusaders Kids Camp
                             Algonquin and Lakeshore Catholic District School Board                  
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