AOS School Council Meeting Minutes
November 16th, 2011

Present: Christina Rorabeck, Patricia Robson, Kim Burson-Donnelly, Andrea Cartile, Cathy Randall, Kathleen Rebelo, Susan Murray, Robin Gushue, Briggit Purdy, Jacki White

Susan opened with a Remembrance Day Prayer

Approval of Agenda: Cathy 1st
                                   Patricia 2nd
Approval of Minutes: from October 19, 2011: Andrea 1st
                                                                         Cathy 2nd
Spook-a-thon Update:  $5800 in pledges were received, resulting in a net profit of just over $4700.00.  Robin Gushue was excellent in her role as a fortune teller for the day and the students seemed to really enjoy this addition.  Although the event got off to a shaky start and not too many people seemed prepared to help out, our parent volunteers did come together to create a wonderful event.  There have already been some ideas put forth for next year’s Spook-a-thon.  The prizes of bikes, an ATV and an iPad seemed to go over well with all of the students.

Treasures Report: Andrea provided an overview of our current financial standings and our projected budget for this school year.  Council reviewed each line and discussed whether or not the budget was adequate for this years’ needs.  Andrea will take all the amendments discussed and draw up a final budget. Since our next meeting will not be held until January, we will vote to approve the finalized budget via e-mail.
Once the budget was agreed upon, Council discussed how to best spend some of our surplus funds, based on requests received from AOS staff members.  The Eco team put forth a proposal for the purchase of a Filtered Water Filling Station to be used by all students and staff.  This filling station would provide chilled filtered water either from a tap to fill water bottles, or a drinking fountain.  It would track how many plastic water bottles would be saved by using the filling station.  The eco team put forth a well-researched and informative presentation and the purchase was enthusiastically and unanimously approved for a grant of up to $2000 and additional loan if necessary of $300.
Only two teachers submitted requests for funding; Tabitha Phillips asked for money for computer speakers for the Intermediate Division (up to $300.00), money for board games for her classroom ($100.00) and money for both a Christmas craft and a Mother’s Day Craft ($150.00). Council approved al of these requests.
Mrs. Walker requested $200 for a Christmas craft which was approved as well.

It is expected that staff may submit subsequent requests at a later date.

Teacher’s Report: Mr. Amyot was not present to give a report on behalf of the Teaching Staff, but he did ask Mrs. Murray to pass along the news that there would be a school play again for this year, and we would be putting on a production of Aladdin.  Auditions and rehearsals will begin in the new year.
Parish Report:  Kathleen reported that Father Byrne was back from his retreat and appears well-rested and ready for the upcoming Advent season.  The church will begin the new Mass responses on the first Sunday of Advent, November 27, 2011.

Principal’s Report: Please see attached

Our next meeting will take place on Wednesday, January 18th, 2012.
Merry Christmas to All.

