AOS Council Meeting
Wednesday, October 19, 2011

Present: Patricia Robson, Robin Gushue, Andrea Cartile, Jacki White, Kathleen Rebelo, Susan Murray

Agenda: no changes; Approved Jacki 1st
                                                   Robin 2nd
Minutes from September 28, 2011: Approved Jacki 1st
                                                                          Robin 2nd
Spook-A-Thon: the first meeting had only two people turn out, but the total was brought to 5 people by the next meeting.  There are two people who have volunteered to decorate the girl’s change room, Robin has agreed to make a display from the old organ, Patricia has purchased items for the stage, and the rest of the decorating committee will work on the gym. There will be artwork contributed by the students, and Patricia suggested placing a long piece of kraft paper along one wall so children can decorate it with their names, pictures etc.  Robin is also going to work on cut-out silhouettes for spot lights to add illumination. We will try to get other decorating ideas from the staff. The grade 8 students will be DJs, and plans are being made to provide refreshments for the students. There will be a cupcake sale on October 26th, and tickets for the candy jar game will be sold at lunch time.

Treasurers Report: Andrea provided council with a report detailing our budget vs. expenditures for last year.  We ended the year favourably, and we will discuss plans to spend some of the accumulated funds after we establish this years’ budget at our November Council Meeting.
 Please see the attached Budget Report.

John Rebelo sent a brief report stating that our Bingo Profits will show a decrease of between 15%-20% due to changes being made by the OLG. Previously charities were paid a percentage of the gross profit, now they will be paid form the net profit.

Susan addressed some concerns about removal of climbers from the school grounds based on their age, and the question of AOS being closed in the next few years, and how that should affect Council’s budget decisions. 

Parish Report: Kathleen spoke to Council about the New Translation of the Mass, and what changes will affect parishioner’s responses.  Upcoming social events were also mentioned, namely the Spaghetti Dinner at the Parish Hall on October 22nd, and the Fish Fry Dinner at Holy Cross S.S. on October 28th.

Teaching/Non-Teaching Report: Kathleen shared with Council   a phone call she received from a parent who went to our Cross Country event and witnessed the following:

A smaller student who had never been to Cross Country before was nervous and was crying and not wanting to run the race.  At least a half a dozen of our older students were rallying around this young one, and telling him things like “I believe in you”, “you are a good runner – you can do this”, and other encouraging phrases and the younger student went out and ran the race.  The parent said it brought tears to her eyes, and it meant enough to her that she felt the need to call the school.  Susan relayed that story on the announcements and it was a very proud moment for our school.
Principal’s Report: Please see attached

Thank you to Jacki White for providing the snack.

The next School Council Meeting will take place on Wednesday, November 16th, 2011.

